
Chen, Isaac 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Joni Arends <jarends@nuclearactive.org> 
Friday, August 09, 2013 5:11 PM 
Trujillo, Erin S, NMENV 

Subject: 
Chen, Isaac; Holcomb, Sarah, NMENV; Yurdin, Bruce, NMENV; Hogan, James, NMENV 
Re: follow-up to EPA mtg re: LANL NPDES permit 

Thank you so much Erin. Have a good weekend! Best, Joni 

On 8/9/13 9:07 AM, Trujillo, Eril;l S, NMENV wrote: 

Joni, 

Concerning your e-mail (Request #2), attached is a readily/easily available page from LANL's 2012 NPDES 
application with Outfall 051 WET testing results. 

I'm sorry I didn't think of this sooner. 

Erin 

Erin S. Trujillo 
New Mexico Environment Department 
Surface Water Quality Bureau, Room N2050 
Point Source Regulation Section, Industrial Team 
P.O. Box 5469- 1190 St. Francis Dr, Santa Fe, NM 87505 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502- 5469 
505-827-0418, Fax 505-827-0160 
erin.trujillo@state.nm.us 

For Surface Water Quality Bureau Information, see www.nmenv.state.nm.us/swqb. 

From: Joni Arends [mailto:jarends@nuclearactive.org] · 
Sent: Monday, August 05, 2013 2:59 PM 
To: Trujillo, Erin S, NMENV 
Cc: Chen, Isaac (Chen.Isaac@epa.gov); Holcomb, Sarah, NMENV; Yurdin, Bruce, NMENV; Hogan, James, 
NMENV 
Subject: Re: follow-up to EPA mtg re: LANL NPDES permit 

Thank you Erin. We'll have comments soon. Best, Joni 

On 8/5/13 12:57 PM, Trujillo, Erin S, NMENV wrote: 
Joni Arends, Executive Director, Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety: 

Hello Joni, 

I received your e-mail (Requests #1-3) below. I copied Isaac Chen, US EPA Region 6 permit writer since 
you refer to USEPA's fact sheet. 

#I. Letter to USEPA ti·mn NMED SWQB was readily/easily available and is attached. 
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#2. I had thought during the meeting that you may want general information on Whole Enluent Toxicity 
(WET) testing. But, for specifics on LANL's Bio Monitoring, LANL is required to submit copies of their 
rep01ts to EPA to NMED SWQB. Concerning the earlier WET failures at Outfall 051, that would take a 
longer file review. Some older files may be archived (but accessible). I've attached scans of portions of 
the more readily available and more recent of LANL's reports. Please feel free to give me a call if you 
want to discuss ti.uther. After that, if more is still needed, then below is the link to a formal public records 
request: 

http://www.nmenv.state.nm.us/OOTS/newsroom.html 

#3 Below are links to and excerpts fi·om reports on NMED SWQB's web sites. 

ftp://ftp.nmenv.state.nm.us/www/swqb/303d-305b/20 12-2014/2012-20 14USEP A
ApprovedNMRepOit.pdf 
ftp://ftp.nmenv.state.nm.us/www/swq b/303d-305b/20 12-20 14/ AppendixA -U SEP A
Approved303dList.pdf 

Excerpt from Appendix A, Preface, page i: 

B. Pajarito Plateau special study I assessment notes 

The NMED Surface Water Quality Bureau (.<;WQB) conducted a special study of the Pajarito 
Plateau 
in 2006 and 2007. This was primarily a stormwaler study pe1jormed with assistance and 
cooperation 
from the NMED Department of Energy Oversight Bureau (DOE OB) and Los Alamos National 
LaboratoJ)' (LANL). 

In accordance with SWQB 's Re.1ponse to Comments on the 2010 Integrated, SWQB plans to 
reassess 
impairment listings on the Pajarito Plateau List prior to draft TMDL development. As noted in 
the 2010 Response to Comments, SWQB also plans to be determine and utilize concurrent
hardness 
data when available to verifY any cause(s) of impairment that are a result of applying hardness 
dependent 
criteria. These results of the re-assessment will determine the final list of impairments. 

This is important in this study area because ({(the proposed changes to the aluminum criteria and 
the 
approved change to the zinc criteria during the las/ triennial review impacts many listings in this 
geographical area. 

In addition, there are several existing pollution control requirements and regulatm)' mechanisms 
already 
in place on the Pajarito Plateau that may be szrlficient to protect water quality so some of the 
impairn1ents 
may qualifY as Category 4B ("other pollution control requirements are reasonably expected to 
result in 
attainment of the water quality standard in the nearfuture "). SWQB plans to explore the 
appropriateness 
of assigning Categm)' 4B to certain waterbodies on the Pajarito Plateau with the assistance ({[ 
stakeholders. SWQB and/or stakeholders need to submit additional information (.1-ix elements) to 
EPA for 
approval regarding Categol)' 4B waters to clearly demonstrate how these other mechanisms are 
or are 
expected to address the noted pollutants within a reasonable time ji'Gine. 
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Given/he large volume ofavailable darajhrthe Pajarilo I' Iareau (.wme of which has no! yel been 
entered 
info RACER) and polenlial impaclsfi·omthe 2011 Las Conchasjire, SWQB believes it would be 
most 
~fficientlo complele !his re-assessment and determine the jinallist ofT MDL parameter-pairs vs. 
pote111ial CaregOJ)' 4B listings immediately prior to drafi Tlv!DL development. Ther~fhre. the 
2010-2012 
lnlegra!ed Lis! impairmenl determinationsjiJr !he Pajarilo Plalec/U were carried over to !he drqji 
2012-
2014 Integrated List with no changes. 

Each assessed water may have specific assessment unit comments in Appendix A of the 
Integrated Repm1. 

Below is an example of one assessment unit comment from waters within LANL: 

Although !he nexl survey date is noted as 2017, SWQB does not plan monitoring ~l 
these watershed\' in the next ten years. However, ongoing water quality data will 
conlinue to be collected on the Pajarito Plateau by LANL and NMED DO E-O B. This 
AU is noted as categmy 5C because the availability of concurrent-hardness data 
needs to be determined and utilized when available to verify any cause(.'\) of 
impairment that are a result c~f applying hardnes,<,·-dependent criteria. 

Let me know if you need more. I'd appreciate a reply so I know you received this 
information. Thanks. Erin 

Erin S. Trujillo 
New Mexico Environment Department 
Surface Water Quality Bureau, Room N2050 
Point Source Regulation Section, Industrial Team 
P.O. Box 5469- 1190 St. Francis Dr, Santa Fe, NM 87505 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502- 5469 
505-827-0418, Fax 505-827-0160 
erin.trujillo@state.nm.us 

For Surface Water Quality Bureau Information, see www.nmenv.state.nm.us/swgb. 

From: Joni Arends [mailto:jarends@nuclearactive.org] 
Sent: Friday, August 02, 2013 3:05 PM 
To: Trujillo, Erin S, NMENV 
Subject: follow-up to EPA mtg re: LANL NPDES permit 

Hi Erin, 
It was good to see you on Tuesday evening at the EPA's meeting about the draft NPDES 
permit for LANL. Would you be so kind as to email me the following: 

1. NMED's December 2012letter to EPA re: use of Method 1668 for PCBs; 
2. On p. 18 of the Fact Sheet there is a discussion about the WET test failures. During 
the discussion, you mentioned that you could provide more details about this. I would 
appreciate receiving those. 
3. On page 19 of the Fact Sheet, there is a discussion about the EPA statement that 
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"NMED has also determined not to take any monitoring action to address the 
impairment issue for the next 10 years." You explained that NMED does an evaluation 
every two years. Please provide information from the Integrated Report about the 
Pajarito Plateau. 

Thank you for your assistance. 
Best, 
Joni 

Joni Arends, Executive Director 
Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety 
107 Cienega Street 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505 986 1973 
www.nuclearactive.org 

Joni Arends, Executive Director 
Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety 
107 Cienega Street 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505 986 1973 
www.nuclearactive.org 

Joni Arends, Executive Director 
Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety 
107 Cienega Street 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505 986 1973 
www.nuclearactive.org 
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